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Access of ordinary citizens to the secret files compiled by the communist-era state security forces is 
seen as a transitional justice method capable of setting the record of the past straight. However, not 
all those who access secret information have taken the time to interpret the data. Five cases in which 
the names of former secret informers who supplied information to the communist secret political 
police were unofficially disclosed are discussed in terms of the motivations of their authors, their 
timing relative to 1989 and their countries’ lustration and file access legislation, and the information 
they make available to the general public. After contrasting them with civil society efforts to promote 
transitional justice and unofficial truth projects, it becomes evident that these unofficial disclosures 
were animated by revenge as much as the quest for unveiling the truth about communist repression. 
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